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An early motor tour, in one of the Mt. Cook 
Motor Co. Ltd.’s six-cylinder Darracqs. Alan 
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Island of New Zealand starts on page 3.  
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The lost history 

I suppose most generations have the 
thought that they live in ‘interesting times’. 
For those of us involved with early motoring 
history, the present times are interesting 
indeed; encompassing both the good and 
the not-so-good. 
Amongst the good, we see the internet 
coming of age at last, and providing us with 
an explosion of information that can be 
mined for the history we seek. Many of our 
early newspapers – thankfully collected 
and preserved by our public libraries – have 
now been digitised to be read in the com-
fort of our homes via the magic of the 
internet. Libraries, museums and archives 
now share their catalogues and databases, 
making it easier than ever before to search 
for and locate books, documents, photo-
graphs and artefacts that have been pre-
served and classified in their collections. As 
I complete each issue of Serpolette’s Tricy-
cle and move it over onto the web site, 
each word and picture becomes available 
to every internet user, searchable and re-
coverable in an instant. 
It’s the handicap of time that provides the 
not-so-good. One hundred and fifteen 

years on from the birth of Australian mo-
toring, and 100 years on from its relative 
maturity just prior to the first war, the 
grand children of the pioneers are now in 
their eighties. There is no new personal 
reminiscence to record from the early days 
of motoring; in fact even the direct link to 
the early days of the veteran motoring 
movement in the 1930s is now gone. 
The ‘lost’ history to which I refer is not in 
the strictest sense ‘lost’, and it was cer-
tainly never ‘misplaced’, but it is surely very 
difficult to find. By ‘lost’ I refer to the history 
that has been researched and recorded, or 
simply saved, in years gone by, and lodged 
for the benefit of future generations in re-
positories of various types: perhaps in the 
pages of a club magazine or in a shoe box 
on top of a wardrobe. Safe for now, but ob-
scure and at risk. 
In the digital age we have the tools to se-
cure and make accessible the ‘lost’ history. 
A goal might be to ensure that historic ma-
terial that has survived this far is safe for 
the future. As a first step, can you identify 
any ‘lost history’: At home? In your club? 
With the descendants of the pioneers? 
Leon Mitchell       Adelaide, September 2012 

From the editor ‘The introduction of a motor tricycle  
ridden through the streets of a smellful 
city for a “ladye fair” has been viewed 
by the sandgropers with awe and won-
derment depicted on their faces. 

T'othersiders even have never before 
seen a motor cycle similar to the one 
now used by Monsieur Ullmo and  
Mademoiselle Serpolette. The ideal of 
neatness, combined with convenience, 
the machine can attain a speed of  
33 miles per hour comfortably.’  

WA Sunday Times, 1 May 1898 

Touring with her motor tricycle in 1898, 
Mlle Serpolette provided many Austra-
lians with their first experience of pow-
ered transport.  
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In Serpolette’s Tricycle Number 4 we fea-
tured what was probably the first Darracq 
to reside in Dunedin, Mr Drayton Bam-
field’s handsome ‘Flying Fifteen’. The car 
was supplied from Auckland by the sole 
New Zealand Darracq agent Messrs Skeates 
and Bockaert Limited. Its arrival signalled 
an increase in southern activity by the deal-
ership which also held the sole New Zea-
land agency for De Dion. A Humber agency 
was held too as early as 1904 and later on 
Renault was promoted. 
Skeates and Bockaert rose from small be-
ginnings as cycle importers and manufac-
turers in the 1890s. Headquartered in 
Auckland on the North Island, they went on 
to become major players in the cycle trade 
with branches in New Plymouth, Feilding, 
Christchurch and Timaru. Cycle dealing re-
mained a major part of the business well 
into the 1900s. Motor vehicle interests be-
gan in 1899 with the importation of the 
first motor car to arrive in Auckland,  
a 3½-h.p. Star. 
Although the Bamfield Darracq was driven 
south by Percy Skeates, it was his business 

partner, Emil Bockaert who gained greater 
prominence in South Island motoring cir-
cles. ‘Bocky’, as he was affectionately 
known, had a personal friendship with 

Monsieur Alexandre Darracq. He was a fre-
quent early visitor to the south, often tour-
ing long distances (by Darracq motor car) 
over extended periods of time. Being an 

‘Bocky’ and the South Island Darracqs 

Alan Meredith takes a look at an early motoring enterprise in New Zealand 
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enthusiastic and successful salesman, pub-
licity and marketing opportunities were not 
overlooked. He took part in numerous 
southern motoring competitions while his 
wife drew attention to herself as a lady 
driver in events too. 
Many South Island Darracq sales were 
notched up from as early on as 1905. In 
May of that year orders were taken for five 
Darracqs and two De Dions in Timaru over 
just a two week period. The following 

month Emil announced that he considered 
Christchurch to be the centre of motoring 
in New Zealand and stated it was his inten-
tion to make that city his headquarters and 
move there. However Timaru turned out to 
be his ultimate destination. Skeates and 
Bockaert’s South Island headquarters were 
established there under Emil’s manage-
ment while Percy Skeates assumed respon-
sibility for the firm’s North Island opera-
tions. 

By 1907 Skeates and Bockaert were enjoy-
ing immense sales success nationally.  In 
April of that year a single supply order was 
placed for some twenty-four 10/12 h.p. 
Darracqs and a further twelve 8/10 h.p. 
models. Eight cars from this order were 
destined for South Canterbury customers.  
In July 1907 Emil sold his well-known long-
chassis Flying Fifteen Darracq locally and 
left for the continent. 
There he purchased a new, top-of-the-
range, 50-h.p. six-cylinder Darracq; perhaps 
from the factory given his relationship with 
M. Darracq. In this car he embarked on a 
tour of England and the Continent, before 
bringing it back to New Zealand. By Novem-
ber 1909 it was said to have travelled 
20,000 miles. 
It is almost certain that later on this superb 
car joined the Mount Cook Motor Com-
pany’s fleet of six-cylinder Darracqs. It is 
thought to have been used by that Com-
pany as a service car (later in rebodied 
form) until the mid 1920s at which point it 
was sold to a new owner in Garston where 
it saw service as a school bus. This car is a 
survivor and in restored form it now resides 
in the United States under the ownership of 
Mr Bob Truendly. 
Emil Bockaert passed away prematurely on 
21 October 1911, at the age of 38, having 

E
m

il
 B

o
ck

ae
rt

’s
 s

ix
-c

yl
in

d
e

r 
5

0
 h

.p
. 

D
ar

ra
cq

 d
u

ri
n

g 
 

‘a
 c

o
m

p
le

te
 c

le
an

in
g 

u
p

’ 
in

 r
e

ad
in

es
s 

fo
r 

 t
h

e
 s

u
m

m
e

r.
 

P
h

o
to

: 
N

.Z
. 

M
o

to
r 

&
 C

yc
le

 J
o

u
rn

a
l,

 O
ct

. 
1

9
0

9
 



Serpolette’s Tricycle, September 2012  5 

 

 

suffered ill health for several years. His 
family left the Timaru district soon after. 
Darracq introduced the ill fated Henriod 
rotary valve engine for the 1912 season 
and several of these cars were sold in the 
Timaru district. One example survives al-
beit now powered by a conventional engine 
from another manufacturer. The Henriod 
misadventure brought the Darracq com-
pany to its knees and culminated in the re-
tirement of Monsieur Darracq from the 
firm. It also brought the southern popular-
ity of the Darracq brand to an end. 
After Emil’s death, the business he had es-
tablished continued trading using his name: 
by 1916 Bockaert’s Garage was enthusiasti-
cally operating as a Chevrolet agent. The 
partnership with Percy Skeates had been 
dissolved quite some time before Emil’s 
passing and Emil had assumed ownership 
of South Island operations, trading as E. 
Bockaert. 
With Emil’s departure for the south, North 
Island operations were re-established un-
der a new partnership in the name of 
Skeates and White. In March 1913 this firm 
announced that they were reducing their 
vehicle agencies and would be solely repre-
senting B.S.A. and Arrol-Johnston from that 
point on. 

Alan Meredith    

1907 100-h.p. Darracq Grand Prix Racer? 

Emil Bockaert’s big Darracq may have 
been the first to arrive on the South Is-
land of New Zealand, but it was not the 
last. Quite a number of the six-cylinder 
cars followed – perhaps more that ever 
made it to Australia? Certainly there was 
one six-cylinder Darracq in Western Aus-
tralia. But there is another big Darracq 
that interests us: ‘the fastest and most 

powerful car ever landed in the Southern 
Hemisphere’. This car, said to have been 
one of the four cars built by Darracq for 
the 1907 Grand Prix, was purchased by a 
New Zealand squatter from an Australian 
owner, and shipped to New Zealand in 
late 1909. It subsequently appeared at a 
local exhibition. 
Research is continuing; let us know if you 
can help, particularly with a photo. 
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On the Melbourne skyline 

 Warren Hicks looks up to find remnants of early motoring in Melbourne 

Left  The Wind Vane atop the Royce Hotel (originally  
the Kellow Falkiner showroom) on St. Kilda Rd.  
It depicts an incident during a Sydney to Melbourne 
speed attempt when a fierce dog hindered the 
opening of a gate across the Hume Highway  
causing loss of valuable time. 

Below  The facade of the Sutherland Cycles shop, 
adjacent to Toorak railway station. From here 
Sutherland Flyer cycles and motorcycles were 
sold. I suppose the bird wings attached to the 'L's 
intended to imply that Sutherland products went 
like 'L'! See article next page. 
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A. G. Healing & Co., probably Australia’s 
largest producer of motorcycles in the vet-
eran and early vintage years, had one  
major advantage over its competitors:  
it claimed to have Australia’s only set of 
frame jigs. 
How, then, did other manufacturers go 
about assembling frames? Most would use 
a mix of science and art. The science in-
volved following the instructions which ac-
companied a bought-in set of frame lugs 
from one of the major British suppliers, for 
example Sun Cycle and Fittings Co. or the 
Chater Lea Mfg. Co. Ltd. These gave de-
tailed measurements of the tube diameters 
and lengths required to assemble a frame 
to suit the motor of choice. Even these sim-
ple frames required a little art if a straight 
frame were to result: some ‘tweaking’ be-
fore or after brazing. Alignment was by eye, 
perhaps with the aid of a straight edge. 
For other manufacturers, the frame-
builders’ art began with a fertile imagina-
tion and a full-size chalk sketch on the floor 
or wall of the workshop. The success or 

otherwise of the transition from sketch to 
reality depended on the available lugs and 
tubes, and the skill of the builder. Shall we 
imagine that whoever built the frame for 
the Sutherland Lightweight which won the 
VMCC’s climb of Oliver’s Hill in 1910 (just 
what was the formula that allowed a bike 
like this to be an ‘easy winner’ from a field 
of thirty?) had some trouble with either 
the design or the implementation?  
Anyone discovering this frame today would 
be forgiven if they attributed it to a back-
yard amateur rather than an cycle works of 
fourteen years’ experience! By the way, the 
‘Swiss engine of 1½ h.p.’ is likely Moto-
sacoche, but the rear exhaust is unusual. 

Sutherland Lightweight 
An interesting example of the local frame-builders’ ‘art’  
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Stories about the Sydney merchant and 
pioneer motorist Mark Foy are legion, so-
ber accounts much rarer – even the Austra-
lian Dictionary of Biography entry may be a 
little wide of the true mark. The following 

story is all true! 
One Tuesday morning in 1901, two men 
climbed aboard a 10-h.p. Panhard outside 
the Sydney GPO, and set off to drive to 
Melbourne. And why? To see the Mel-

bourne Cup, naturally. Two of the men, 
James Macken and Mark Foy, followed the 
neddies – Macken was the owner of 
‘Australian Colours’ due to start as third 
favourite, after winning the Maribyrnong 
Plate the week before. The third man was 
Billy Elliott, whose tastes and commercial 
interests were already moving towards mo-
toring – the Panhard was the second car he 
had imported for Foy, and unlike the oth-
ers, he already had one interstate motoring 
trip to his credit, having, at his second at-
tempt, ridden the distance on a de Dion 
tricycle, in a running time of 38¼ hours. 
Before that, it was steam alone, whether by 
train like most people, or by Thomson’s 
Park Phaeton – and there were only two 
men on that one. 
The hopefully-waiting Panhard, which was 
later to be baptized ‘Flying Fox’, had proba-
bly already carried Foy on some travels in 
Europe, and so escaped clearance on arri-
val in Sydney – as mentioned in Serpolette’s 
Tricycle No. 4 – N.S.W. being still a Free 
Trade economy. Being rated at 10 h.p., the 
Panhard was described by Sydney’s  

Mark Foy: Man of adventure 

David Manson recounts an early inter-capital motoring trip 
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Telegraph as ‘the first of the powerful 
French motors to reach Australia’. The rac-
ing reputation of Panhard, known in Europe 
as ‘La Marque Doyenne’, had already 
reached Australia. 
The party spent their first night at Gunda-
gai, and stopped a while at Albury both to 
pick up Foy, who had come that far by 
train, and for repairs to the Panhard’s  
water pump. This was friction-driven. Per-
haps, like the suction windscreen-wipers on 
many Australian cars in the 1940s, as a 
quite unnecessary precaution against the 
overnight freezing of their homelands. 
Whatever the cause, the water pump was 
located at the lowest point of the chassis, 
and easily damaged. 
The Great Race, the whole aim of the jour-
ney, was a disappointment; ‘Australian Col-
ours’ faded badly to finish a lowly tenth. 
After a few more Melbourne days the Pan-
hard party turned back home. Mark Foy’s 
place had been taken by a man with the 
helpful name of Jim Smith – perhaps it was 
business that accounted for Foy’s absence. 
Seymour was their first overnight stop, 
then Germanton, after which they limped 
into Yass on an improvised front tyre, and 
had to wait there for replacements to come 
from Sydney. They paused near Gunning 
‘for some shooting’ (so there were guns 

and cartridges adding to the load?) but 
touched 35 mph several times on the  
Bredalbane Plains, reaching Goulburn at  
8 p.m. Quite a lot of their journey, both 
ways, had been by lamplight. The final 
day’s run taking over eight hours after de-
lays at Paddy’s River, and elsewhere. 

Foy was faithful to his cars – his le Zebre, 
his Franklin, and one of his Bedelias, even a 
Lorraine Dietrich that may have been one 
of his last cars, are still with us.  
He also wrote matchless advertising copy.  
A sample: when auctioning a range of cars 
from his home address in September 1910, 
he included the Cup traveller, described 
thus:  

‘The good old Panhard, there never was 
better, some say there never was as good. 
A class by themselves: they will drag you 
home while there is one wheel left, and 
will stay with you like a plumber in the 
house. You’ll get sick of them, but they are 
still always there, and ready for work!’ 

The trip to the Cup was repeated in 1901 
and 1902. but by 1903 [or was it 1904? Ed] 
Foy had expanded his fleet to include two 
Milnes-Daimler Char-a-bancs, ‘Belgravia’ 
and ‘Hargravia’, each of 26 h.p. and claimed 
to be capable of 50 mph., and was advertis-
ing for passengers to Melbourne for the 
Cup. 
There is no evidence anyone accepted, and 
looking at those solid-tyred front wheels, I 
might have hesitated myself. 
What next for our hero, Mark Foy? 
 
We look forward to the next instalment... 

 
Two of the early Foy motor cars: a single-
cylinder De Dion Bouton at left, driven by Bert 
Beckman, and a Panhard et Levassor, possibly 
the Sydney to Melbourne car. The library  
caption describes the cars as ‘leaving the  
Hydro’ (the Hydro Majestic Hotel in Foy’s 
home town of Medlow Bath) ‘for the 
caves’ (the Jenolan Caves), both in the Blue 
Mountains to the west of Sydney. Foy im-
ported three of ‘the most up-to-date De Dion 
motors’ in January 1903, with motor trips 
commencing later that year. Photo courtesy 
Blue Mountains Library 000\000838 
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Early arrivals 

The fascinating ‘Down at the Docks’ article 
by David Manson (Serpolette’s Tricycle,  
No. 4, p 9) prompted a return to my files, 
particularly the reference to Billy (W. J. C.) 
Elliott’s De Dion voiturette arriving in  
January 1900 and the Benz being the  
second petrol car landed. 
In a letter to my father, Mr Elliott’s son  
Harold stated that the car was first driven 
on 27 April 1900, after arriving on the  
Messageries Maritimes Line S.S. Ville de la 
Ciotat. This date is contradicted by the 
NSW Motorists’ and Cyclists’ Annual of 
1905 which has a dated photograph 
(below) of the car still crated at the MM 

wharf building. Although the copy is poor 
the date 13.5.1900 can be seen inked onto 
the print below the rear wheel of the 
wagon. If anyone has an original copy of 
the publication, perhaps the markings on 
the side of the crate may reveal more infor-
mation. 
The NSW Motorists’ and Cyclists’ Annual of 
1905 also reports that the purchaser of this 
car, A. J. Knowles, soon imported a second 
De Dion, shipped to Adelaide and railed to 
Sydney. Another early De Dion was im-
ported into Melbourne by Mr H. Craven. 
Whilst the date of importation is unknown 
to me this car and the Elliott car appear to 
be a Type D model (although often de-
scribed as Type E) as they lack the rear 
brakes of the Type E. Only a small number 
of the Type D were made, likely in the early 
months of 1900, so it is probable Mr Cra-
ven’s car did arrive before the Benz in De-
cember 1900. Another close contender to 
the Benz could be the Massey Harris Quad-
ricycle which the Brisbane Courier of 22 
December 1900 reported as having already 
landed by the Canada Cycle & Motor Co. 

Scrapbook mystery 

George also provides the following undated 
snippet from a friend’s scrapbook. The cap-
tion for photo below reads:  

‘Here is a picture that might interest your 
mechanically minded readers. It is of my 
father in a car he made himself back in 
1900. I do enjoy reading the Australasian 
POST and look forward each week to “Mr 
Wisdom’s Whopper” – (Mrs) J. M., Bondi, NSW’ 

So we are left with an intriguing mystery. 
Was J. M.’s father residing in Australia in 
1900 when he built his own car? Can any-
one identify it? 
(Perplexed by J. M.’s excitement regarding 
Mr Wisdom’s Whopper? Relax, it was a 
very, very large… crossword puzzle!) 

Commentary 

George Gilltrap adds to our knowledge of early imports  
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As Serpolette set sail for home, on October 
12, 1898, her last glimpse of the Australian 
mainland must have been from the deck of 
the F.M.S. Australien as it steamed away 
from Albany at daybreak. Home early De-
cember – in time for Christmas! 
By the end of January, Serpolette was back 
in Paris, where La Belle Époque was still in 
full swing, and back in the news. Excite-
ment, yes, but probably not the sort she 
had wished for—see the article at left. 

Perhaps some context for our rather breath-
less report: The avenue Grande Armée (the 
continuation of the Champs Élysées on the 
other side of the Arc de Triomphe) was the 
location of the Café Éspérence, a favoured 
meeting place of cyclists, male and female 
alike. Messrs de Dion et Bouton, construc-
tors of the world’s finest motor tricycles, 
had a retail outlet in the same street, just a 
kilometre or two from the famed public 
park, the Bois de Boulonge (below). 

Le toutou de Mlle Serpolette 

‘Mademoiselle Serpolette’s little doggie’ – a tale from La Lanterne, 26 January 1899 

Mlle Serpolette’s Little Doggie 

Yes madame, an adorable little doggie, 
about so high, a fox terrier, madame, that 
had been a gift to the lovely Mlle Ser-
polette from a distinguished stayer – rabid, 
madame! Rabid, and shot by a barbarous 
constable!  
But when I say rabid – perhaps I’m not 
making myself clear. It was the other dog 
that was rabid – a dreadful mutt that was 
making its way down the avenue Grande-
Armée, reaching out to snap and bite at its 
fellow canines as it went. 
Mlle Serpolette’s fox terrier was passing by 
and – my God! – the dreadful mutt didn’t 
stop one moment to find out if its defence-
less victim belonged to a creaky old  
caretaker or a lovely young lady… Bam!  
It snapped up the tender morsel! 
As luck would have it, a former champion 
of France was in the vicinity on his fine mo-
torcycle. With a single shot from his re-
volver he felled the dreadful mutt,  
but – alas! – a quarter of an hour later a 
second victim, Mlle Serpolette’s fox terrier, 
joined the first in doggie Paradise. 
All the same, it had the avenue Grande-
Armée aflutter for at least an hour. 
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Australia’s ‘Cattle King’ Sidney Kidman was 

a wealthy man, said to have been a million-

aire at the outbreak of the First War. 

According to his entry in the Australian Dic-

tionary of Biography (available online at 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/kidman-

sir-sidney-6948), Kidman, despite his un-

doubted generosity, had a ‘reputation for 
meanness’ which ‘sprang from his hatred of 

wastefulness’. This aspect of his personality 

was certainly well to the fore in relation to 

his motoring: compared with other wealthy 

men of the day he came late to motoring, 

and once he embraced it his taste in motor 

cars was both practical and modest. 
Sidney Kidman was 50 years old when he 

travelled ‘home’ to the UK with his wife  

Isabel to visit friends and family in 1908. At 

this time, it seems he had yet to own or 

drive a motor car. An unexpected meeting 

with his second cousin and her husband, 

British industrialist John Thornycroft, lead 

to the couples spending time motoring to-
gether in a Thornycroft car, and to Sidney 

ordering a similar one to be delivered to 

him in Australia on his return.  

Delays in delivery of the Thornycroft saw 

Kidman registering a 20/30-h.p. Mercedes 

(South Australian registration 569) and a 

30/40-h.p. Nagent Hobson (643) before the 

18-h.p. Thornycroft (1047) was finally ready 

for the road in August 1910. 

But what was Kidman’s car of choice for his 

frequent forays into Australia’s outback? 
After the Mercedes, Nagent and Thornycroft, 

Kidman’s cars (up until 1922) were all from 

Kidman in the outback 
Car selection for the millionaire who hated wastefulness 
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US manufacturers. In addition to half a 

dozen T Fords, there was a 35-h.p. Over-

land (4926) in 1914, a 23.8-h.p. Dodge 

(3278) in 1919, a 31.2-h.p. Cadillac (8094) 
in 1920, a 16.9-h.p. Hupmobile (11904) in 

1921 and an 18.2-h.p. Essex (for Lady Kid-

man, registered 13482) in 1922. 

Kidman made many long outback journeys 

in his cars – or at least in his American cars. 

A typical example was in September 1913, 

and involved his party travelling by train to 

Sydney, purchasing two cars – a Ford and 
an Overland – then driving some 3,000 km 

(2,000 miles) overland through outback 

NSW, Queensland, and South Australia on a 

tour of inspection of his landholdings, 

which at the time exceeded the area of the 

United Kingdom.  

Among the motoring party for the 1913 trip 
was Mr Malcolm Reid, who had an interest 

in at least two of the Kidman stations, and 

his son Sidney Reid, who in June 1911 wed 

Sidney and Isobel’s daughter Elma. One re-

cent account of the Kidman story has the 

Thornycroft car presented to Sidney and 

Elma Reid on the occasion of their wed-

ding. Now in January 1912, Sidney Reid and 
his father did an extensive outback trip in a 

‘fine motor’: perhaps the Thornycroft did 

venture off the beaten track occasionally? 

Many readers will be familiar with the tale of the Thornycroft car currently being restored in  
Scotland by S.T. reader Martin Shelley.  
The car, or more accurately the chassis, was offered for sale at the Bendigo Swap Meet in 2005, 
where it attracted much interest. Not only was it a fine example of late Edwardian engineering, 
but the seller also claimed that it was the very car owned by Sidney Kidman. Martin has now 
gathered a significant amount of material in support of the car’s provenance, including the 
names of various owners of the car over the last 50-odd years. There is, however, one piece of 
information missing. It is said that the car was recovered in around 1960 from a property in the 
Wilpena region of the Flinders Ranges (in the north of South Australia) by Victorian enthusiasts. 
The area had been burned out by a bush fire, revealing the remains of the car. Now the south-
ern-most Kidman property in his central-Australian band of stations was ‘Wilpena’ – an intriguing 
connection. Martin would love to hear from the original ‘recoverers’ of the Thornycroft, or  
others with knowledge of the recovery. Contact the editor: serpolette@earlymotor.com 
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In ‘The first’! No. 3 we asked: Who was the 
first female motorist in Australia? In New 
Zealand? Last month we discussed two con-
tenders, and called for more. This month 
Rick McDonough considers two early fe-
male motorists in Queensland, and David 

Manson looks at NSW and Alan Meredith 

goes to New Zealand to provide the leading 
contender so far for ‘The first’! 

Queensland: Dr. Lillian Cooper 

In the latter part of the 19th century, James 
Trackson, along with brothers William and 
Philange, established the first electrical en-
gineering firm in Queensland. Over the 
years many varied sources have incorrectly 
attributed James as having imported the 
first motor car in Queensland. Despite 
these much publicised inaccuracies, James 
does however deserve the title of 
‘Motoring Pioneer’. A whole article could 
be written dedicated to him, but this is sup-
posed to be an article on women drivers, 
not men, so let’s get feminine. 
In February 1902, James Trackson imported 
a Locomobile steamer. Fortunately many 
photographs of this vehicle survive, and 

some show James at the tiller with his wife, 
Catherine, at his side on the single seat. 
Does this qualify her as a female motorist? 
Perhaps, but in the well-documented ac-
counts of trips the two undertook around 
Brisbane and environs I have found no re-
cord of her actually doing any driving. The 
accompanying photograph (above) does 
however show her at the tiller with chil-
dren Winifred and Frank. In the back-
ground is their newly-built home, ‘Sedgley 

Grange’, with husband James at the base of 
the stairs on the far left, wearing the pith 
helmet. 
I suspect the photo is a staged one though. 
James was a successful and well respected 
businessman and at one point had political 
aspirations. His wife dutifully hosted after-
noon tea parties and other essential soi-
rees. Given the times we are discussing 
here I would think being seen publicly driv-
ing a car would be far too ‘ungenteel’ for a 

‘The first’! 
In search of pioneering women 
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woman in her position. 
Things were changing though. In April 
1904, Oldsmobile agent and cycle shop 
owner, James Smith was practically encour-
aging Brisbane ladies to abandon social 
norms by advertising ‘Ladies, learn to ride 
gracefully. We teach you to ride a bicycle or 
drive a motor car, at our indoor school’. 
Phew, lucky it was indoors away from pry-
ing male eyes... 
One woman who would have been uncon-
cerned about setting male pulses aflutter, 
or even being thought of as ungenteel, was 
Dr Lillian Cooper. Coming to Brisbane in 
May 1891 from the UK., with her lifelong 
companion Josephine Bedford, Lillian Coo-
per became the first female doctor regis-
tered in Queensland. Shunned by the city’s 
all-male medical fraternity, she was at first 
denied the services of an anaesthetist for 
her operations. She was finally admitted to 
the Queensland Medical Society in 1893. A 
tall, angular, brusque, energetic woman, Dr 
Cooper can lay claim to being the first fe-
male motorist in Queensland. 
In early May, 1905, Lillian took delivery of a 
French-fronted Oldsmobile and both she 
and Miss Bedford were soon to be seen 
driving the city streets in it. Her timing was 
good, because only three weeks after pur-
chase, on the night of Wednesday May 31, 

the handful of motorists then extant in 
Brisbane thought it judicious to band to-
gether and form an Automobile Club. 
Twelve gentlemen met that night and three 
more potential members sent apologies, 
one of the latter being Dr. Lillian Cooper. 
This all male group were indeed liberated 
thinkers for their time. Unlike the preju-
dices experienced by Ms Gordon in Ade-
laide five years later (S.T. No. 4 p18), Dr. 
Cooper was admitted as a full member 
right from the outset, and the only female 
member. With no pretence of being a sub-
servient female, she was noted for doing 
most of her own running repairs, and could 
swear as well as any man when the car was 
uncooperative. Perhaps these qualities saw 
her being admitted as a member rather 
than an Associate? The fact that she, like 
over half the club, was a Doctor probably 
helped too. But that’s not to say she had 
smooth sailing amongst her Queensland 
motoring fellows. On the evening of Satur-
day July 7, 1906, the first Annual Meeting 
of the ACQ was held at the Seaview Hotel 
at Sandgate. When the AGM was first 
mooted there was the dreaded realisation 
that the Club’s only female member may 
want to attend too. The Club minutes actu-
ally record ‘...provided Dr Lillian Cooper 
does not come it is to be a men’s dinner’. 

Dr Lillian Cooper in portrait (above) 
and at the wheel of her Oldsmobile 
(below). Presumably the occupant of 
the passenger seat is her partner 
Josephine Bedford. 
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And a fine men’s dinner it turned out to be, 
as recorded by the Brisbane Courier the fol-
lowing week. 
Lillian Cooper kept her Oldsmobile for two 
years, eventually replacing it in August 
1907 with a single-seat 4-cylinder 10/12 
h.p. Humber. One overly enthusiastic press 
report of the Doctor’s new car stated ‘The 
car is absolutely silent, and steals through 
the traffic like an electric car’. 
Dr. Cooper retired in 1941 and died in her 
home on 18 August 1947, aged 86. After 
her partner’s death, Miss Bedford gave 
their Kangaroo Point home to the Sisters of 
Charity for the Mount Olivet Hospital, part 
of which was appropriately named ‘The 
Lillian Cooper Nursing Home’. 

Rick McDonough 

New South Wales: May Spencer Nolan 

May Susannah Rolston Ashbury was born at 
Penrith (60 km west of Sydney) in 1870, 
daughter to Jane (née Cornwell) and John 
Krebs Ashbury – I believe he was an engine 
driver with the NSW Railways. There was 
only one other child of her parents’ 1860 
marriage, Charles, an electrician. He is 
mentioned in the Penrith local history as 
having arranged electric light illumination 
of the Penrith main street for special occa-
sions. 
On the 24 February 1896, May married, at 
‘The Pines’ in Penrith, John Spencer Nolan, 
a Sydney dentist, possibly born in 1849, so 
already 47. How did he meet, and win, a 
Penrith girl of 25? Perhaps on a holiday at 
the Log Cabin? Perhaps therefore he was 

an oarsman? 
John Spencer Nolan was an early adopter 
of ‘the motor’ – perhaps it was no coinci-
dence that his Dental Surgery was next 
door to Mark Foy’s Oxford St. Emporium! 
May is probably the ‘lady motorist’ men-
tioned as a driver in Sydney Truth of 22  
December 1901: 

‘One of the sights of Sydney is a fair young 
thing in a smart pink rig-out who drives 
her own motor through all the traffic. She 
is generally to be seen in the afternoon 
flitting around in a swell motor-car, which 
is gorgeously got up in a dull claret colour. 
Sounds rather like a circus, but it looks all 
right.’ 

It’s worth noting the date, which is very 
early, as the first petrol car in Sydney had 
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arrived only nine months earlier. 
There are other early references to female 
motorists, such as Mrs Henry Vale, and Mrs 
Alice Foy, but investigation usually only 
proves that they ‘motored’ as passengers. 
May and her daughter Edna were illus-
trated in Motor Life in March 1923, in an 
electric car – probably a Detroit, popular in 
the Eastern Suburbs at the time. 
The 1928 Electoral Rolls show John and 
May at 152 Bellevue Rd., Woollahra, along 
with their sons Phillip Spencer Nolan, and 
Sidney John Spencer Nolan, both students 
at the time. Edna and her other brother 
Geoffrey were not listed: all births, deaths 
and marriages information for the family is 
a little confused John their father couldn’t 
decide whether their surname was Nolan, 
Spencer Nolan, or Spencer-Nolan! In fact 
there is some doubt whether both Geoffrey 
and Sidney existed or were one-in-the-
same person – they were born in the same 
year (perhaps twins) but also died in the 
same year.  
John died on the 11th. of January 1936, 
aged 67. Phillip, best known as an early ra-
dio ham, had predeceased him. He obvi-
ously inherited his father’s love of motor-
ing, as he drove a 12/50 Alvis in an RACA 
Robertson Trial in November 1928. It was 
his father’s car, a 1925 duck’s-back. The 

sons dabbled in motor sport in the 1920s, 
while John built up a big collection of early 
handbooks, many of them quite rare.  
Sidney drove a small Citroen in an RACA 
hill-climb at Artillery Hill in 1924 and at 
Robertson in 1926, and a Diana at Gerrin-
gong in 1926, in what may have been our 
first race for sedans.  
May died in 1958, and Geoffrey and Sidney 
both died in 1978, so any living descen-
dants would already be a generation re-
moved from May.                    David Manson 

But possibly ‘The first’ lady driver – 

New Zealand: Mrs Wycliffe Gordon 

The first lady motorist in New Zealand –and 
possibly Australasia – was Mrs Wycliffe 
Gordon who was reported in the Press 19 
April 1901 as having driven a Benz Velo 
through the streets of Christchurch: 

The popularity of motor car locomotion in 
Canterbury is increasing. On Wednesday 
Mrs Wycliffle-Goodman, of Rockwood Sta-
tion, brought a Benz car to Christchurch, a 
journey of sixty miles, covering the dis-
tance in a few hours. yesterday Mrs Wy-
cliffe-Goodman, accompanied by Mr 
Oates, drove the car thought the streets, 
the lady controlling the steering and driv-
ing apparatus admirably. 

The following month the car was sold to a 

lady owner, Mrs H.J. Shaw. Another first 
perhaps.                                   Alan Meredith 

First motor race in New Zealand? 

A contender for the first motor race in New 
Zealand took place at Lancaster Park, 
Christchurch, on 8 November 1901 when a 
handicap event with four entrants was 
held.  
The field could hardly have been more di-
verse with a Minerva-engined motorcycle, 
a Brown quadricycle, a Comiot tricycle and 
a Raglan Benz competing against each 
other. Can I claim this event as a contender 
for the first motorcycle race, first tricycle 
race and first motor car race please?     

Alan Meredith     

And so on to ‘The first’! No. 5 

We had fun searching for ‘the first’ four-
cylinder car in Australasia, so given Alan’s 
discourse on six-cylinder Darracqs (see 
page 3), our next challenge is obvious: 

‘The first’! No. 5: 

What was the first six-cylinder car (or 
commercial vehicle) imported into  
Australasia? 
Entries to the editor:  
serpolette@earlymotor.com  
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Eley Steam Car, Broken Hill 1905 

We left our discussion of Mystery No. 3 last 
month with the comment that our postcard 
(below) still had a story to surrender. 
A chance encounter with the Veteran Car in 
South Australia (published quarterly by the 
Sporting Car Club of SA) of December 2008 
has revealed our mystery car as a one-off 
steamer, built between 1901 and 1905 by 
the Eley brothers of Broken Hill, in the far 
west of New South Wales. 
The VCSA article quotes a letter ‘A Self 
Made Car’ by T. A. Eley published in the 13 
September 1907 issue of the English Mech-
anic and World of Science (UK) describing 

the car and accompanied by the photo-
graph reproduced at bottom right. 
For variety, our account comes from the  
Barrier Miner (Broken Hill) of 14 June 1905: 

Amateur Motor Builders 

The first motor-car to be constructed in 
Broken Hill has been built by the Messrs. 
Eley, two sons of Mr. C. Eley, general man-
ager of the Silverton Tramway Company. 
The car, which has just been completed, 
occupied its builders during their spare 
time for a couple of years past, and is 
rather a curiosity in its way. It does not run 
by electric power, as is customary, but is 
driven by steam, and in order to effect the 
necessary economies of 
space, etc., great ingenuity 
had to be brought into 
play. The motor-car has 
only just been completed, 

and on Sunday was taken out on a trial 
run. It has been tastefully finished off, and 
presents a striking appearance with its 
double seated body and brazen head 
lamps. The body of the motor is painted a 
deep crimson, and the wheels are black 
with brass caps and bright lines. The en-
gine is what is known as the serpollet 
type, four-cylinder, single acting, with 
mushroom inlet and exhaust calves. The 
cylinder is 3in. in diameter and has a 4in. 
stroke, and can work up to a speed of 400 
revolutions per minute on a working pres-
sure of 200 lb. The boiler is of the flash 
type, composed of 250ft. of hydraulic steel 
tubing, enclosed in ½in. thick sheet steel 

Mysteries 
We know less than you…  

 
 
 
 
The Eley Steam Car with team of 
tennis players (likely including 
the Eley brothers and at least 
one tennis-playing sister) as it 
appeared in our original mystery 
postcard (left), and as it ap-
peared in the English Mechanic 
magazine for 13 September 
1907 (right). 
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casing, 17in. x 24in. x 34in., lined with ¼in. 
thick asbestos to retain the heat. There are 
two pumps – a hand and an engine pump. 
The latter supplies the boiler in the first 
place, and afterwards a constant circula-
tion of water through the tubes is main-
tained all the time the car is running. 
There is no storage of steam, and there-
fore no danger of an explosion. Other par-
ticulars are:- Frame, 2ft. 2in. wide in front, 
3ft. 3in. behind, by 10ft. long, composed 
of 2in. x 1¼in. x ¼in. steel, chained wheels 
(artillery), 32in. diameter, with 2in. solid 
rubber tyres; tread 4ft. 3in. and 7ft. 6in. 
centres; water tank, 35 gallons; oil tank, 6 
gallons; fuel, common kerosene; burner, 
spray type, worked with 30lb. air pressure. 
The brothers Eley are deserving of the 
highest praise for their persistency and 
ingenuity. 

The English Mechanic articles with detailed 
instructions of how to construct the car ap-
peared between June 1901 and March 
1902, and our letter describing the ‘just 
completed’ car confirms the build period as 
between c.1902 and June 1905. 
The connection with tennis? Both of the 
Eley brothers (Thomas and Alfred) were 
keen and talented tennis players, often 
combining to form a team or doubles com-
bination. Alfred (A. E.) Eley was ‘Tennis 
Champion of Broken Hill’ in 1911.  

Two drawings from the English Mechanic series ‘How to Build a Steam Carriage’ by T. Hyler White, 
which appeared in the 40 issues of the magazine published from 14 June 1901 to 14 March 1902. 
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Some interesting information has come to 
light on George Rollston’s Garage in 
Toowoomba, Queensland, as featured in 
Mystery No. 4 but the identity of the car is 
still a mystery – more next month. 
Alan Meredith provides us with Mystery 

No. 5: 
This identity of this handsome but some-
what forlorn-looking Edwardian limousine 
is a mystery to the writer. An initial thought 
of Pierce Arrow was soon dispelled in spite 
of the similarities, so something American 
is the current best guess. The setting for 
the photograph and the surrounding cir-
cumstances are no less mysterious. The 
photograph was almost certainly taken in 
Christchurch NZ, allegedly during 1912.  
A close examination of the background re-
veals the markings A G H Co Lyttelton on 
one of the crates together with the word-
ing ‘Humber’. A. G. Healing & Co. were 
Humber motorcycle agents in Christchurch 
(which is served by the port of Lyttelton) so 
this clue can be easily explained. The chain 
drive Daimler seen in the background ap-
pears in a related photograph but unfortu-
nately it doesn’t add much to the identifi-
cation puzzle. 
The apparently neglected state of the sub-
ject car suggests a period of disuse. Could 
it be a newly arrived ‘used import’ pur-

chased overseas by a local resident while 
on a trip ‘home’? Few locals would have 
had the means to purchase a high value 
vehicle such as this when it was new. The 
car isn’t known to have featured in contem-
porary reports or photographs. It would 
surely have attracted media attention if im-

ported when new. The garage setting with 
turntable is suggestive of a motor dealer’s 
premises, but which one? All suggestions 
would be welcomed.  
Comments on either Mystery No. 4 or No. 5 
would be warmly welcomed by the editor: 
serpolette@earlymotor.com 
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The first motor car built by the Lewis Cycle 
Works (or the Lewis Cycle and Motor Works 
as they immediately began calling them-
selves) took to the streets of Adelaide, 
South Australia, in November 1900. Many 
period accounts described the car as being 
built entirely in the Lewis Cycle Works, un-
der the personal supervision of factory 
manager (and Vivian Lewis’s right hand 
man) T. P. O’Grady, but more careful report-
ers mentioned ‘exclusions’: the electric coil, 

the battery and the Dunlop tyres were 
mentioned, as was the ‘the wooden body’ 
which was described as ‘of the Marni type’. 
A world-wide search for ‘Marni buggy’ re-
turns little information, other than among 
Australian coachbuilders. The first mention 
found refers to a light buggy built in 1892 
in South Australia by the long-established 
Adelaide firm of Duncan and Fraser. Other 
Australian coachbuilders occasionally used 
the term, but it may be that ‘Marni’ was a 

name coined by Duncan and Fraser them-
selves. They were still advertising horse- or 
pony-drawn Marni buggies in 1910. 
Did Duncan and Fraser build the Marni 
body on the Lewis car? Given the body 
style, the Marni name, the proximity of the 
factories, and the fact that Lewis, as cycle 
makers, were not well equipped for wood 
work, it is very likely. No period reference 
has been found to identify the maker of the 
bodywork, but an August 1921 article in 
the Mail explicitly states that ‘Messrs. Dun-
can and Fraser were responsible for the 
bodywork’. But then the same article gives 
the build date (erroneously) as 1898... 

Antipodean coachwork 
Duncan and Fraser ‘Marni’ body on Lewis Cycle Works’ car No. 1 
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Sale  Differential/rear axle, believed vet-
eran Napier. See photos below. Offer?  
Contact  Peter Allen mcallen@senet.com.au 

Sell or Swap  1910-14 Delage Type R  
10 h.p. parts. Spare components surplus to 
requirements including front axle, back 
axle, torque tube, 4-speed gearbox casings 
and engine parts (4G3 Ballot). Useful spares 
or good start for a project.  Contact  Alan 
Meredith alan.meredith@bigpond.com  

Sale  Front axle and steering parts for 1908 
20 –25 h.p. Lanchester. Contact  Leon 
Mitchell  mitchell@senet.com.au  tel. (08) 
8278 5120 
 
Wanted  Gearbox for an Alldays Matchless 
v twin motorcycle around 1913. Two bolt 
top fixing with cross-over drive and be-
lieved to be 3 speed. See photo below. 
Wanted in any condition.  Contact  Chris 
Taylor taylorhq@xtra.co.nz   

Wanted  C.A.V. switchbox; Edwardian type 
with timber case. Will buy or have veteran 
Brolt switchbox available for exchange only. 
Also require a veteran dash light and horn 
button / switch.  Contact  Bruce Shadbolt: 
shadboltfamily@paradise.net.nz , tel. +643 
942-7870 (NZ) 
 
Wanted  Dubrulle two drip pressure fed lu-
bricator.  Contact  Stephen Kidd 
swhpkidd@xtra.co.nz , mob. +6427 566-
4000 (NZ) 

Events 
Australia and New Zealand 

Hard parts 
Sale and wanted 

National Veteran Rally, Australia 

2013— Sept 15-20, Shepparton, Victoria 
www.veterancarclub.org.au 

2014— Oct 19-24, Kalgoorlie-Boulder, W.A. 
www.veterancarclubofwa.asn.au  
 
National 1 & 2 Cylinder Rally, Australia 

2013— March 10-15, Canberra, A.C.T. 
http://earlymotor.com/2013-canberra  

2014— Dates TBA, Robe, South Australia 
 
National Veteran Motorcycle Rally, Australia 

2013— Sept. 29-Oct 4, Parkes, N.S.W. 
www.vmccnsw.org.au 
 
Others 

2012— Oct 19-22, Arrowtown, N.Z. 
1&2 Cylinder Centenary Weekend is now 
fully subscribed 

2013— June 10-14, Bundaberg, Queensland 
11th Highwheeler Rally 

2014– August, Adelaide to Darwin Rally 
http://a2d.netguys.com.au 
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Events 

It must be rallying season! I’ve had a great 
week in the spring sunshine at the National 
Douglas (motorcycle) Rally in Victor Harbor, 
South Australia, on a 1914 example of that 
iconic wartime mount the 2¾ h.p. Douglas 
twin, while many other veteran enthusiasts 
have attended the National Veteran Rally in 
Ipswich, Queensland, or the Bay to Bird-
wood Run in South Australia, or one of 
many other events around the country.  
I don’t think it’s the role of Serpolette’s Tri-
cycle to report in detail on veteran motor-
ing events – our club magazines do an ex-
cellent job of that – but if readers have a 
photo or two of a special vehicle please do 
send it in.  
A Bibliography of Early Motoring 

A terrific amount of motoring history has 
been recorded in magazines, books and, 
lately, on the internet. As the first step of a 
project to try to capture some of this early 
Australasian motoring history, I am putting 
together a bibliography, detailing books 
that contain significant resources of inter-
est to motoring historians in Australia and 
New Zealand. There are many books  

already on the list, but if you know of ob-
scure books of interest, please let us know. 
Title, author, publication date and a short 
précis is all we need at this stage. 
Motor Tricycles 

I guess the magazine would not have the 
name it does if the editor were slightly ob-
sessed with early motor tricycles. It seems 
a number of readers share the interest, so 
it must be time to go into print with some 
‘tricycle lore’. Many came to Australia and 
New Zealand in the early days – some were 
even said to have been manufactured here. 
If you have the goss on any of the early 
trikes that found their way out here, please 
let us know. 
Wintons are coming... 

In Serpolette’s Tricycle No. 3 we mentioned 
(in the article ‘Rot! Utter Rot!’) the possi-
bility of a Winton mail van coming to Aus-
tralia in 1901. Despite our doubts, it seems 
the van –or perhaps vans –did indeed make 
it out here, and David Manson has photo-
graphic evidence to prove it. We’d love to 
hear from owners of early Wintons or en-
thusiasts who can add to the Winton story. 
In fact we’d love to hear from you on any 
topic relating to early motoring or motor-
ists; the only requirement is a link with 
Australia or New Zealand. Enjoy this dose! 
Leon Mitchell               www.earlymotor.com 

Serpolette’s Tricycle is published 
monthly. To subscribe or download 
back issues visit our website  
www.earlymotor.com 

All materials are copyright, and 
should not be reproduced without 
express permission from the copy-
right holder. Views expressed by con-
tributors are not necessarily those of 
the editor. Contributions relating to 
the early motor in Australia and New 
Zealand are welcomed and can be 
submitted to the editor by email to  
serpolette@earlymotor.com  

Serpolette’s Tricycle is intended as 
entertainment. Although all care is 
taken in the preparation of this edi-
tion, you should not rely on any con-
tent that may effect your physical, 
mental or financial well-being. 

End notes 
This and that... 


